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The Abbot General of the Trappist Order (Cistercians of the Strict Observance) reflects on the

martyrdom in 1996 of seven of his monks, kidnapped from the Algerian monastery of Our Lady of

alas and executed by a radical faction of the Groupe Islamique Arma. Choosing, despite known

danger, to remain in the adopted homeland he loved, one of the martyred monks had earlier written:

I am also aware of the caricature of Islam which a certain Islamism encourages. It is too easy to

salve one's conscience by identifying this religious way with the fundamentalist ideologies of its

extremists. For me, Algeria and Islam are something different--they are a body and a soul. I have

proclaimed this often enough, I believe, in the sure knowledge of what I have received from it,

finding there so often that true strand of the Gospel learned at my mother's knee, my very first

Church, in Algeria itself, and already inspired with respect for Muslim believers. Originally published

by St Bede's Publications. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Bernardo Olivera, OCSO, is abbot of Nuestra SeÃƒÂ±ora de los ÃƒÂ•ngeles in Azul, Argentina. He

served as Abbot General of the Cistercians of the Strict Observance from 1990 to 2008. Dom

Bernardo is author of How Far to Follow? The Martyrs of Atlas (Cistercian Publications), as well as

many books published in South America. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.



Very powerful true story of the depth of human commitment in face of sure loss of life. These are

ordinary people who are heroic spiritually beyond imagination. If you want to be inspired, read it.
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